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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

October 19, 1956 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Suggested Message on Vietnamese National Holiday 

On October 26, 1956, the Republic of Viet-Nam will celebrate the first 
anniversary of its founding. On the same day. President Ngo Dinh Diem will 
also promulgate the new Constitution of the Republic of Viet-Nam which was 
drafted by the Vietnamese National Assembly elected on March I 4 , 1956. The 
United States plans to participate in the celebrations by sending the heavy 
cruiser USS Los Angeles on a courtesy visit to Saigon and despatching an 
overflight of jet aircraft from an aircraft carrier offshore. 

In view of the remarkable progress of the Republic of Viet-Nam during 
the first year of its existence, and of the transcendent importance we 
attach to the success of the Republic of Viet-Nam in its effort to remain 
free, I feel it would be most appropriate if you would address a special 
national holiday message to President Ngo Dinh Diem on October 26. 




Enclosure: 

Suggested Message on Vietnamese National Holiday. 
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